
Daily Saints - 6 November 

 
 

Feast of Saint Leonard of Noblac 
 

Born: 19 May, Died: 559 AD, Venerated in Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox 

Church, Anglican Church, Attributes: Depicted as an Abbot holding chains, fetters or 

locks, or manacles 

He is the patron saint of women in labour, barrel makers, coopers, blacksmiths, 
captives, prisoners, childbirth, coal miners, coppersmiths, farmers, greengrocers, 
grocers, horses, locksmiths, miners, porters and against burglaries and against 
robberies or robbers. 

 
St Leonard of Noblac was born to the Frankish nobility. He was part of the court of the 
pagan King Clovis I. He was converted to Christianity by Saint Remigius, Bishop of 
Reims.  
 
During a certain invasion which they were losing, the Queen suggested to Leonard that 
he invoke the help of God to repel the invading army. He did, and the tide of battle 
turned, naming Clovis victorious. 
 
Saint Remigius, bishop of Rheims then used this miracle to convert the King, Leonard, 
and a thousand of their followers to Christianity. Following his conversion, St. Leonard 
refused the offer of a See from his grandfather, King Clovis I. 
He then began a life of austerity, sanctification, and preaching. His desire to know God 
grew so strong that he decided to enter the monastery at Orleans. His brother, Saint 
Lifiard, followed his example and, leaving the King's court, built a monastery at Meun, 
and lived there. 
 
It is said that while King Clovis was hunting nearby, Clothilde, his wife, went into labour. 
St Leonard was called to her bedside. He prayed with the King through the night and, 
through the intercession of his prayers, the Queen and the child were saved. Following 
safe delivery, Clovis offered him as much land as he could ride around in one day on a 
donkey. St Leonard used the land to establish a monastery at Noblac near Limoges, 
where he became Abbot. 



 
However, Leonard desired further seclusion, so he withdrew into the forest of Limousin, 
converting many on the way, and living on herbs, wild fruits, and spring water. He built 
himself an oratory, leaving it only for journeys to churches. Others, recognizing his 
holiness, begged to live with him, and a monastery was formed. Leonard had a great 
compassion for prisoners and converted many and obtaining their release. He died of 
natural causes around 559. 
 
According to legend, prisoners who invoked him from their cells saw their chains break 
before their eyes. Many came to him afterwards, bringing their heavy chains and irons 
to offer them in homage. A considerable number remained with him, and he often gave 
them part of his vast forest to clear and make ready for the labours of the fields, that 
they might have the means to live an honest life. 
 


